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this world that I have made is creation and preserva-
tion by destruction'.5'

War and destruction, it would seem., are a universal
principle of our life. They also appear to be unavoid-
able. Their necessity in the plan of Nature is indicated
by the fact that3 since evolution is a kind of rebirth
of the old into newer and better forms3 the old must go;
and when, as often, it does not3 but rather clings and
persists^ Nature is forced to use her deadly weapon
of war to destroy the old and the effete3 so that the
new may come into being and grow in freshness and
vigour. In this way the cycle goes on, war helping
to keep up this continuous flux of things towards
greater and unrealised possibilities.

In every field of human activity no movement has
ever made any progress without astruggle3 a battle
between what exists and lives and what seeks to exist
and live. "It is impossible, at least as men and things
are5 to advance, to grow3 to fulfil and still to observe-
really and utterly that principle of harmlessness
which is yet placed before us as the highest and best
law of conduct."

The power of the soul can of course obviate any
such external clashes. But it cannot be so easily
evoked, and when its effective use is possible, it is
found to be more terrible and destructive in its results
than the sword and the cannon. The triumph through
the soul-force of Vashishtha over the military power of
Vishwamitra is an appropriate instance. Anyway*
infliction of violence on others-, whatever might be